Utilization of human cultured epidermal keratinocytes: irreversibility of the inhibition of proliferation induced in stored detached cultures.
In order to look for the best conditions required for the utilization of cultured epithelium in the treatment of burn wounds, some experiments have been performed studying the storage of dispase-detached cultures. The viability of keratinocytes and, after trypsin dissociation of the cultures, the adhesion and proliferative potential of living keratinocytes were measured. Our laboratory investigations suggest that the storage period of detached cultures has to be kept as short as possible to preserve the keratinocytes' growth potential.